
James Willie Senior 

 

 

 

Rank: - Corporal  

Number: - 4683288 

Regiment: - Pioneer Corps, formerly KOYLI  

Died: - Died of pneumonia and pleurisy 5 June 1943 Age: 43 years. 

Cemetery: - Batley Cemetery T 882  

 

James Willie was born in Staincliffe on 1900 the son of Joseph and Mary Maria 

Senior nee Kay who had married in 1897, registered Dewsbury. In 1901 they 

lived at 29, Cresswell Lane, Staincliffe. Emma was born in 1905 and the family 



had moved to 21, Tichbourn Street, Batley, 

before 1911. Joe was born in November 

1911. His father died in June 1937.  On 12 

September 1925 he married Edith Ellen 

Battye at St. Johns Church, Carlinghow. The 

couple had two daughters and a son who all 

lived at 51, Purlwell Avenue, Mount 

Pleasant.  

James Willie had been in the Territorials 

since 1919 and before that had been a 

weaver for seven years at Messrs. John 

Blackburn, New Ing Mills, Batley. He took a 

keen interest in the firm’s welfare team as 

well as the cricket team. 

James Willie had just been recommended to 

be promoted to Company Quartermaster-

Sergeant when he became ill with 

pneumonia and pleurisy and died five days 

later in a hospital at Newport, Gwent, Wales. 

He was buried the following week at Batley 

Cemetery, his coffin being covered with a 

Union Jack and borne by six soldiers.       

James Willie is remembered with Honour 

(twice) at Batley War Memorial, and on the 

Addenda 1999. 
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